[Hospital crisis and the hospital of the XXI century].
The present hospital situation and a projection for the XXIth century, the national and international information, is analyzed. Outstanding characteristics include better health indicators and an explosive growth of costs due to technological advance and health insurance. Inadequate use of resources is noted. The state expense in public health was greatly decreased during the Chilean military government who privileged private investment. At present, the public sector counts 184 hospitals, 373 outpatient clinics and 1053 rural health posts and takes care of the health needs of 80% of the population. There has been no increase in expenses in the public sector compared to a 150% increase in the number of beds in the private sector. Decentralization, a redefinition of the health care model, an investment program and better administration are needed to improve the situation long-term. The health system and levels of health care as well as a model for hospitals in the coming century are described.